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fertile, it was turned by the large farmer to grass and devoted
to ' the lazy profit * of sheep only. " For it would break him
to use it as a poor man doth his acre and pay for all the
labour, perfunctory at best, and at the price current. And
so doing no product could recompense it. So farmers, for
want of cheap work, must turn into methods which have
least charge, and that is grazing, which is the destruction of
mankind " 1. Nor did the movement end with the seventeenth
century 2. Under the first two Georges not only were en-
closures numerous but they were largely attended, as before,
by the conversion of arable into pasture 3. Writers still
deplored the depopulation of the areas affected. " If any
person goes about enclosing commons or common-field
land ", observed Cowper in 1732, " it is with a view of con-
verting tillage into pasture. ... I myself, within these
thirty years past, have seen above twenty lordships or
parishes enclosed, and every one of them has thereby been
in a manner depopulated " 4. And Henry Homer, an advo-
cate of enclosures, wrote : " That enclosures convert a great
deal of tillage land into pasture is certain " 6.
" The mournful peasant leads his humble band,
And while he sinks, without one arm to save,
The country blooms—a garden and a grave " fl.
Yet though voices were occasionally raised in protest, the
movement ceased to arouse the open hostility which it had
excited at an earlier period. The explanation is to be found
in a change of public opinion.
We have seen that the popular sentiment at first con-
demned enclosures made for purposes of sheep-farming :
1	North, A Discourse of the Poor (ed. 1753), 66 (probably late seven-
teenth century).
2	The  view  was  formerly  held  that  the  enclosing  movement  was
quiescent in the reign of Elizabeth and during the seventeenth century.
I have therefore noticed in some detail evidence of its activity.    The
progress of enclosures under George III. is sufficiently attested by parlia-
mentary legislation : infra, p. 418, note 8.
8 Cf. Defoe, A Plan of the English Commerce (ed. 1728), 264.
4	Cowper, An Essay proving that Inclosing Commons and Common
Field Lands is contrary to the Interest of the Nation (1732), 4, 12, 21.
5	Homer, An, Essay on . . . the Inclosure of Common fields (2nd ed.).
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* Goldsmith, The Deserted Village.

